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The Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2020 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2020.  

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, delegates in the Economic and Social Council are able to receive briefings from 

representatives of relevant member states or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will 

be announced on the NWMUN-Seattle website, as well as the beginning of the conference. 

Mandate 

The mandate of the Economic and Social Council is: 

The Economic and Social Council may make or initiate studies and reports with respect to international economic, 

social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and may make recommendations with respect to any such 

matters to the General Assembly to the Members of the United Nations, and to the specialized agencies concerned.  

Selected Functions & Powers 

 It may make recommendations aimed at promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. 

 It may prepare draft conventions for submission to the GA. 

 It may call for the convening of international conferences on matters falling within its competence. 

 It may co-ordinate the activities of the specialized agencies through consultation with and 

recommendations to such agencies and through recommendations to the GA and to Member States. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action, the Economic and Social Council can adopt resolutions; these resolutions are non-binding and 

serve as policy recommendations to Member States, other UN entities, and regional and subregional organizations 

on issues relating to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and other related matters. 

Rules of Procedure 

The Economic and Social Council will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure, available on our website. 

Members of the Economic and Social Council at NWMUN-Seattle 2020 
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) was established in the Charter of the United Nations in 1945 as one 

of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN).1 Broadly speaking, it is responsible for analyzing and 

reporting on international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters, which range from 

general topics like financing for sustainable development to region-specific issues such as advising on Haiti’s long-

term development.2 It fulfils this function by coordinating efforts between Member States, UN bodies, experts, and 

other relevant groups to integrate the three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social, and environmental 

development.3  

Currently, ECOSOC plays a primary role in overseeing the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development (2030 Agenda), which is comprised of the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs), with 169 targets 

and 232 associated indicators.4 The purpose of these goals is to provide a framework for poverty reduction, 

environmental protection, and peacekeeping; the associated indicators are metrics used to measure the progress 

made towards the targets, and serve as a template for Member States who wish to devise region-specific indicators.5 

ECOSOC is crucial to the work of the UN because it provides a platform where diverse groups such as non-

governmental organizations (NGO’s) and independent expert bodies can collaborate to achieve sustainable 

development.6 

History 

ECOSOC was originally composed of 18 Member States elected by the General Assembly (GA), but, as UN 

membership increased, the size of the council also grew, first expanding to 27 members in 1963 and then reaching 

its current size of 54 Member States in 1971.7 ECOSOC’s responsibilities increased after resolution 61/16 was 

passed by the General Assembly, which added the Development Cooperation Forum and ministerial-level 

substantive reviews to ECOSOC’s High-Level Segment.8  

The most recent overhaul of its mandate was done in 2013, when the GA adopted resolution 68/1, which affirmed 

the responsibility of ECOSOC to ensure efficient and effective coordination of activities in the economic, social, 

environmental, and related fields by providing guidance to its subsidiary bodies; reviewing reports from expert, 

intergovernmental, and inter-agency bodies; setting an annual theme to guide its work; integrating youth into its 

deliberations; and focusing on specific barriers to sustainable development faced by small-island nations, middle-

income countries, and the least developed countries.9 

Structure, Organization & Working Methods  

ECOSOC consists of 54 members elected by the GA for three-year terms.10 To ensure representation of diverse 

perspectives and fruitful discussion of region-specific issues, Member States can be divided into five geographic 

                                                           
1 UN ECOSOC, About ECOSOC. http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/  
2 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/  

UN ECOSOC, Financing for Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc  

UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-ad-hoc-advisory-group-haiti  
3 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us  
4 UN DESA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld  
5 UN ECOSOC, Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators, 2016. http://undocs.org/E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1  
6 UN ECOSOC, Promoting Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-

durable  
7 UNGA, Enlargement of ECOSOC (A/RES/2847/(XXVI)), 1971. http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI) 

UNGA, Question of equitable representation on the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council (A/RES/1991(XVIII)), 1963. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/1991(XVIII)   
8 UNGA, Strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/61/16), 2007. http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/16  
9 UNGA, Review of the implementation of GA resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/68/1), 2013. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1  
10 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Members. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/members  

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/about/
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/spring-meeting-of-ecosoc
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/ecosoc-ad-hoc-advisory-group-haiti
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://undocs.org/E/CN.3/2016/2/Rev.1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/promotion-du-d%C3%A9veloppement-durable
http://undocs.org/A/RES/2847(XXVI)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/1991(XVIII)
http://undocs.org/A/RES/61/16
http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/members


 

 

divisions: 13 members from Western European and North American States, 6 from Eastern European States, 10 

from Latin American & Caribbean States, 11 from Asian and Pacific States, and 14 from African & Arab States. 

Each Member State has one representative and one vote in the Council, with all decisions being made by a simple 

majority of present Member States.11 

Region Seats 

Western European and North American States 13 

Eastern European States 6 

Latin American & Caribbean States 10 

Asian and Pacific States 11 

African & Arab States (rotation) 14 

During the first annual session, which took place in July, 2020, five members are elected to the Bureau, which is 

composed of a president and four vice-presidents, one from each regional group. The roles of the Bureau are to 

propose the agenda, draw up a programme of work, and liaise with the UN Secretariat to organize the session.12 The 

annual agenda is also adopted at this session.13 Additionally, multiple substantive sessions are held annually, divided 

into five segments.14  

The Operational Activities for Development Segment focuses on implementation of policies and improvement of 

strategies by offering guidance on the spending of funds.15 The High-Level Segment is held at the end of July every 

year, and is an opportunity for representatives from governments, academia, civil societies, and the private sector to 

discuss the implementation of development goals like the 2030 Agenda.16 The Humanitarian Affairs Segment 

discusses issues related to strengthening coordination of responses to humanitarian crises by fostering dialogue 

between Member States, humanitarian partners, the private sector, and affected communities.17 The Integration 

Segment ensures the support of an integrated and balanced approach to achieving sustainable development and 

poverty eradication through policy review.18 The Coordination and Management Meetings reviews reports from 

subsidiary and expert bodies, and coordinates integrated responses to address them.19  

In addition to these sessions, ECOSOC also hosts forums, including the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), 

the Youth Forum, the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), and the Forum on Financing for Development (FfD). The 

DCF is an opportunity for Member States and stakeholders to discuss global policy on development cooperation, 

focusing on global priorities, and trends and progress in international development.20 The Youth Forum gives youth 

the opportunity to discuss policies related to fostering sustainable development with other youth delegates, and 

representatives from governments and other stakeholders.21 The High-Level Political Forum is the main platform on 

                                                           
11 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 22. http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2  
12 UN ECOSOC, Bureau. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau  
13 UN ECOSOC, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, 1992, p. 8. http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2  
14 UNGA, Review of the implementation of GA resolution 61/16 on the strengthening of ECOSOC (A/RES/68/1), 2013. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1  
15 UN ECOSOC, 2018 Operational Activities for Development Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/4430798 
16 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-level Segment: “From global to local: supporting sustainable and resilient societies in urban and rural 

communities”. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-%E2%80%9C-global-local-supporting-

sustainable-and-resilient-societies  
17 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/humanitarian-affairs-segment 
18 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC 2018 Integration Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/3613435 
19 UN ECOSOC, 2018 Coordination and Management Meetings. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/5143421  
20 UN ECOSOC, About the Development Cooperation Forum. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf  
21 UN ECOSOC, The role of youth in building sustainable and resilient urban and rural communities- #YOUTH2030. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/2641005  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/bureau
http://undocs.org/e/5715/rev.2
http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/1
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/4430798
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-%E2%80%9C-global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-societies
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/ecosoc-high-level-segment-%E2%80%9C-global-local-supporting-sustainable-and-resilient-societies
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/events/2018/humanitarian-affairs-segment
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/3613435
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/5143421
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-the-dcf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/2641005


 

 

sustainable development and its role is to review and follow up on select goals from the 2030 Agenda.22 The Forum 

on Financing for Development evaluates means of financing for development outcomes.23 

ECOSOC submits a report to the GA annually, summarizing their progress.24 This report includes a list of the 

documents published by ECOSOC over the past year, preceded by a collection of clauses written by the GA in 

response to matters that required action or attention from them.25 The 2019 report, the most recent one posted, 

addresses issues such as youth crime prevention, education and the rule of law, and cybercrime.26 Additionally, 

ECOSOC also publishes reports from its subsidiary bodies.27 Recent notable reports focus on emergency 

humanitarian assistance, gender perspective, and the death penalty.28  

Mandate, Powers & Function 

ECOSOC was originally established with the power to make or initiate studies and reports with respect to 

international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters.29 It has the ability to make 

recommendations on these matters to the GA and to relevant specialized agencies.30 Other actions the committee 

may take include calling international conferences, drafting conventions for submission to the GA, and entering into 

agreements with specialized agencies.31 ECOSOC can also adopt resolutions, decisions, ministerial reports, and 

agendas as outcomes.32 Documents passed by ECOSOC are not legally binding.33 

Multiple subsidiary bodies exist under ECOSOC.34 These include eight Functional Commissions, five Regional 

Commissions, three Standing Committees, and nine expert bodies.35 An example of a Functional Commission is the 

Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). It was established by ECOSOC in 1946 for the purposes of reporting 

and making recommendations on women’s rights in political, social, economic, and educational fields.
36

 Standing 

committees, such as the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), serve as points of contact 

between ECOSOC and outside groups, namely NGOs. Expert bodies, like the Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights, are established by ECOSOC to monitor and report on assigned issues.
37

 

Currently, 5,083 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have active consultative status with ECOSOC.38 The 

scope of the organizations ranges from regional to international and includes major ones like Médecins sans 

frontiers (Doctors without Borders), and Oxfam International.39 NGOs are granted consultative status based on their 

ability to provide expert information and advice to ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies.40 In return, NGOs are able to 

sit in on meetings, request the inclusion of items in the provisional agenda, and have the council circulate written 

statements.41 

                                                           
22 UN DESA, High-Level Political Forum. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf  
23 UN DESA, ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-up (FfD Forum). http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffdforum/ 
24 UN ECOSOC, Reports of ECOSOC to the General Assembly. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/reports-ecosoc-general-assembly  
25 Ibid. 
26 UNGA, Report of ECOSOC on its 2019 session, 2019. http://undocs.org/A/74/3  
27 UN ECOSOC, Reports. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports 
28 UN ECOSOC, World Economic and Social Survey 2018: Frontier technologies for sustainable development, 2020. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports 
29 Charter of the United Nations, 1945. http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/ 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 
32 UN ECOSOC, Documents. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents 
33 UN DPI Outreach Division, How Decisions are Made at the UN. https://outreach.un.org/mun/content/how-decisions-are-made-un  
34 UN ECOSOC, Subsidiary Bodies of ECOSOC. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/subsidiary-bodies-ecosoc 
35 Ibid. 
36 UN Women, Commission on the Status of Women. http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw  
37 OHCHR, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. https://ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx  
38 UN DESA, Basic Facts about ECOSOC Status. http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=100  
39 UN ECOSOC, List of NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC as of 1 September 2016*, 2016. http://undocs.org/E/2016/INF/5  
40 UN ECOSOC, Consultative relationship between the UN and NGOs (E/RES/1996/31), 1996. http://undocs.org/E/1996/96 
41 Ibid. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffdforum/
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/reports-ecosoc-general-assembly
http://undocs.org/A/74/3
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/documents/reports
http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://outreach.un.org/mun/content/how-decisions-are-made-un
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https://ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx
http://csonet.org/index.php?menu=100
http://undocs.org/E/2016/INF/5
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Recent Work of the Committee 

Theme 

The theme for 2020 is “Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and delivery 

for sustainable development”.42 All sessions were held virtually, and several scheduled meetings were delayed until 

2021 due to the international COVID-19 pandemic. 

Substantive Sessions 

 High-Level Segment (July 14-16, 2020): In 2020 there were two sessions: one on multilateralism after 

COVID-19, and another on the future of the SDGs.43 The former found that increased multilateralism is 

needed to combat the global crises facing the world, which have been brought into focus by the COVID-19 

pandemic.44 Especially vital will be a broadening of viewpoints in discussions. The latter analyzed the 

impacts COVID-19 would have on the next phase of SDG implementation, and put forth a business-as-

usual approach contrasted with potential worst-case scenario impacts.45 

 Humanitarian Affairs Segment (June 9-11, 2020): This year’s theme was “Reinforcing humanitarian 

assistance in the context of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations: taking action for people-

centred solutions, strengthening effectiveness, respecting international humanitarian law and promoting 

the humanitarian principles”.46 The fully virtual meeting consisted of high level events, and side-events 

that covered topics from community engagement to addressing the humanitarian consequences of 

explosives in populated areas.47 This year’s resolution seeks to strengthen the cooperation of emergency 

humanitarian assistance of the United Nations.48 

 Integration Segment (July 6, 2020): This year’s meeting emphasized overcoming the human crisis and 

recovering better from the COVID-19 pandemic.49 The key focus of the meeting was that COVID-19 offers 

an unprecedented opportunity to refocus global efforts towards sustainable development, but also great 

challenges for the international community, especially in lesser developed countries at risk of losing 

development progress.50 

 Management Meeting (July 21, 2020): This year’s topics include long term support for Haiti, and African 

countries emerging from conflict, among many others listed in the program.51 The report on the former 

topic assessed impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic upon the humanitarian crisis in Haiti, and underscored 

usage of the Agenda for Sustainable Development in tackling those issues.52 The report on the latter topic 

                                                           
42 UN DESA, ECOSOC 2020 cycle organizational meeting. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2020ecosochigh-levelsegment 
43 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC High-level segment: "Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and 

delivery for sustainable development".  https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2020ecosochigh-levelsegment 
44 UN ECOSOC, Multilateralism after COVID-19: what kind of UN do we need at the 75th Anniversary?, 2020. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26913Letter_from_President_ECOSOC_to_PGA_Outcome_of_the

_Multilateralism_Session.pdf 
45 UN ECOSOC, Long-term future scenarios and the impact of current trends on the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(E/2020/60), 2020. https://undocs.org/e/2020/60 
46 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment 2020. https://www.unocha.org/ecosoc-2020 
47 Ibid.  
48 UN ECOSOC, Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations (E/2020/L.13), 2020. 

https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/E-2020-L.13%20-%20ECOSOC%20Humanitarian%20Resolution.pdf 
49 UN ECOSOC, ECOSOC 2020 Integration Segment. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/25553375 
50 UN ECOSOC, Accelerated action and transformative pathways: Realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable 

developmentShared Responsibility to Recover Better from COVID-19, 2020. 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/ECOSOC-INTEGRATION-SEGMENT-VP-

Summary.pdf 
51 UN ECOSOC, Management Segment, 2020. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/Draft-

programme-21-July-management-segment-meetings.pdf 
52 UN ECOSOC, Report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti, 2020. https://documents-dds-

ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/155/29/pdf/N2015529.pdf?OpenElement 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2020ecosochigh-levelsegment
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/2020ecosochigh-levelsegment
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26913Letter_from_President_ECOSOC_to_PGA_Outcome_of_the_Multilateralism_Session.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26913Letter_from_President_ECOSOC_to_PGA_Outcome_of_the_Multilateralism_Session.pdf
https://undocs.org/e/2020/60
https://www.unocha.org/ecosoc-2020
https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/E-2020-L.13%20-%20ECOSOC%20Humanitarian%20Resolution.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/node/25553375
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/ECOSOC-INTEGRATION-SEGMENT-VP-Summary.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/ECOSOC-INTEGRATION-SEGMENT-VP-Summary.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/Draft-programme-21-July-management-segment-meetings.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/Draft-programme-21-July-management-segment-meetings.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/155/29/pdf/N2015529.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/155/29/pdf/N2015529.pdf?OpenElement


 

 

addressed challenges in the Sahel Region and South Sudan, offering a set of recommendations to ensure 

development goes forward in those areas.53 

 Operational Activities for Development Segment (May 19-21, 2020): During this year’s meeting, the focus 

was on implanting reforms to reposition the UN Development System (UNDS).54 The overarching theme of 

the Secretary General’s report on this meeting is that it is the UNDS Resident Coordinator will need to take 

a vital and active role in ensuring reforms and programs move forward after the end of the COVID-19 

pandemic.55 Specific deliverables include improving transparency between partners, focusing upon the 

vulnerabilities inherent to development programs in countries, and enhancing transparency and 

accountability.56 

Forums 

 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (July 7-16 2020): This year’s theme was 

“Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and delivery for 

sustainable development", and consisted of a debate regarding where the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development stood with regards to the impacts of COVID-19 upon the globe57. Additionally, 47 member 

states carried out Voluntary National Reviews of their implantation of the 2030 Agenda.58 Reviews focus 

on measuring progress, assessing the current situation, and planning for the future. 

 Forum on Financing for Development (April 23, 2020): The forum dealt with the impacts of COVID-19 

upon development financing, calling for a coordinated effort between public and private entities to ensure 

development efforts are not profoundly impacted by the pandemic, as well as financing recovery for 

developing states. .59  

Resolutions 

ECOSOC’s recent resolutions are diverse in scope and topic. They range from ones with narrow scopes like 

resolution 2020/5, which specifically talks about strengthening coordination regarding statistical programs; to 

rulings that heavily impact future work and outcomes like resolution 2020/9, which plans how to ensure gender 

perspective is included into policies and programs throughout the UN.60 Other recently addressed topics include 
affordable housing, science, technology, and innovation for development, and support for the Sahel region.61 

 

 

                                                           
53 UN ECOSOC, Implementation of integrated, coherent and coordinated support for South Sudan and the Sahel region by the United 

Nations system, 2020. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/Draft-programme-21-July-

management-segment-meetings.pdf 
54 UN ECOSOC, Management Segment, 2020, 2020. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/cmm/Draft-

programme-21-July-management-segment-meetings.pdf 
55 Ibid. 
56 Ibid. 
57 UN DESA, High-Level Political Forum 2020. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020 
58 Ibid.  
59 UN DESA, ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-up (FfD Forum), 2020. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/financing/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.financing/files/2020-07/A_75_93_E.pdf 
60 UN ECOSOC, Strengthening coordination of the statistical programmes in the United Nations system, 2020. 

http://undocs.org/E/RES/2020/5 

UN ECOSOC, Mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes in the United Nations system, 2020. 

http://undocs.org/E/RES/2020/9 
61 UN ECOSOC, Affordable housing and social protection systems for all to address homelessness, 2020. 

http://undocs.org/E/RES/2020/7  

UN ECOSOC, Science, technology and innovation for development Agenda, 2020. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2020/13 

UN ECOSOC, Support to the Sahel region, 2020. http://undocs.org/E/RES/2020/2 
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Conclusion 

Since its conception in 1945, ECOSOC has strived for sustainable development through liaising with expert bodies, 

NGO’s, subsidiary bodies, and other UN organizations.62 Moving forwards, it will continue to foster dialogue, fund 

programs, and create policies that are in accordance with achieving the 2030 Agenda.63 

  

                                                           
62 UN Economic and Social Council, About Us. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/about-us  
63 Ibid. 
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I. Affordable Housing and Social Protection Systems for all to Address Homelessness 

“Homelessness is one of the least examined consequences of persistent inequality, unfair distribution of land 

and property and poverty occurring on a global scale.” -Leilani Fahra, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to 

housing64 

Introduction 

It is estimated that worldwide, approximately 100 million people, an estimated 3% of the world population is 

homeless, while a total of 1.1 billion people lack consistent access to adequate housing conditions.65 Being homeless 

directly violates a number of a human rights established in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, including 

access to clean water and education.66 Homelessness can take many forms; however, generally it is defined as living 

in severely inadequate housing due to a lack of minimal housing standards.67 Public perception tends to identify the 

majority of homeless people as those who are “rough sleepers,” meaning they sleep on sidewalks, streets, or in parks 

without any shelter, or those who live in temporary shelters, such as tents, in communities or alone.68  

Homelessness has no singular cause.69 Those living in poverty do not necessarily have the income necessary to 

afford housing in highly urbanized areas.70 According to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OCED), in developed countries, housing payments for economic upper-class citizens only accounts, 

on average, for 25% of their annual spending, whereas for those considered to be in the lo lower-class, it accounts 

for 37% of their annual expenditures.71 Additionally, if housing prices rise due to an increase in demand, it could 

further jeopardize access to affordable housing and possibly force current tenants to leave their property. 72 

Housing also can satisfy the need to preserve some of the principle human rights outlined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.73 For instance, access to clean water is often found in housing that is connected to 

public or private water distribution networks.74 For children, access to permanent housing can allow them to receive 
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an education, usually because housing can guarantee schooling in public systems while also preventing them from 

needing to constantly find new schools as a result of constant movement.75 

ECOSOC mandate dictates the formulation of recommendations to defend human freedom and rights, which, in this 

context, would address possible solutions that Member States could explore to strengthen their approach to 

homelessness.76  

International Framework 

Despite being the cause of multiple human rights violations, such the inability to own property and have access to 

education, prior to 2020, homelessness had not been discussed as a central subject in major forms of the United 

Nations.77 The Commission of Social Development (CSocD) gathered for its 58th session in February 2020 with a 

priority theme about homelessness.78 During this session, the body produced resolution E/RES/2020/7, which 

formally acknowledges fundamental drivers and possible solutions to homelessness.79 Among them, includes the 

need to recognize homelessness as a problem related to poverty, lack of productive employment, and access to 

infrastructure, along with other personal and national contexts that vary from person to person, including substance 

abuse issues or economic recessions.80 The commission emphasized that access to universal social services, such as 

unemployment benefits or healthcare, could ease the burden on families and individuals while in the process of 

finding housing.81 Investment in building infrastructure in slums and informal settlements, such as micro-housing at 

affordable prices, could also meet demand in highly populated areas that where housing prices are high.82 Finally, 

people-oriented strategies, such as employment training and mental health therapy, could all help people find the 

stability necessary to attain housing.83 

The former Commission on Human Rights (Human Rights Council) passed resolution 2000/9, which appointed a 

Special Rapporteur to investigate adequate housing as it pertains to the need to establish an adequate standard of 

living.84 During their six-year mandate, the Special Rapporteur talked with United Nations bodies, NGOs, 

governments while also facilitating dialogue between all of these entities. At its conclusion, in their report 

“Adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living,” they noted a number of key 

findings that expressed the underlying issues of homelessness they observed during their experience.85 Among their 

findings included the notion that women have been prevented or hindered from owning their own property. 86 This is 

due to many complex factors, but among them, a failure to implement legal code asserting this right and/or a lack of 

enforcement of such laws.87 In countries in Africa, such as Nigeria, governments and private entities coexist to own 

land, but the government has only recognized traditional lineage in cases of ownership dispute. As such, men are 

entitled to an inherent claim over women.88 The report, additionally, they asserted their own views on the steps 
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needed to take to eliminate homelessness, such as that forced evictions should be avoided at all costs, especially 

when it directly contradicts international humanitarian law.89 

Aside from these efforts, the topic has only been discussed tangentially to other items of discussion.90 For instance, 

even during the recent session of CSocD, the chair mentioned that aiming to eliminate homelessness could help 

accelerate all Member States’ collective goal towards reaching the goals set forth in the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, specifically goals 1, 8, and 11.91 SDG 1.1 states that “By 2030, ensure that all men and 

women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic 

services --- people living in houses with basic services.”92 Working towards the overall goal of “no poverty,” this 

effectively eliminates one of the major causes of homelessness around the world.93 SDG 8.4 states that “: Ensure 

equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and 

practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and action in this regard.”94 As mentioned previously, 

discrimination based on gender remains an at large issue for many to own property and attain housing.95 Finally, 

SDG 11.1 directly addresses the need to widen access to affordable housing, saying that “by 2030, ensure access for 

all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and upgrade slums.”96 

Some regional efforts have more directly talked about the issue of homelessness.97 For instance, the European 

Union’s (EU) Social Investment Package, a series of measures which address the rise of poverty and social 

marginalization, includes an accompanying document about how States could “confront homelessness.”98 It 

advocates for governments to adopt long-term strategies on national and local levels, such as reforming mortgage 

policies, and preventing evictions.99 Reforming mortgage policies would enable families and individuals to make 

more flexible payments and afford houses. Reducing evictions could also prevent In the “Protocol to the Treaty 

Establishing the African Economic Community Relating to Free Movement of Persons, Right of Residence and 

Right of Establishment,” the African Union, while more broad, has also advocated that forced relocations, such as 

evictions, or seizure of property should not be done without fair compensation.100 

Title Author Year 

E/RES/2020/7101 ECOSOC 2020 

A/RES/310/Rev.1102 UN General Assembly 2018 

A/RES/37/53103 Human Rights Council 2018 

A/HRC/31/54104 Human Rights Council 2016 
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A/HRC/RES/6/27105 Human Rights Council 2006 

Role of ECOSOC and the International System 

ECOSOC has discussed the issue of homelessness and inadequate housing dating back to as early as 1996, when 

CSocD, in its resolution entitled “Strategies and actions for the eradication of poverty,” reaffirmed housing as a 

basic human need that is essential to help reduce poverty around the world.106 However, as CSocD has stated 

publicly, their resolution during the 58th session is the first major discussion of homelessness in United Nations’ 

history.107 Subsequent efforts, such as resolution E/RES/2002/26, have tackled the issues from a different 

perspective, such as advocating that governments provide equal housing access to persons with physical and/or 

mental disabilities.108 Other resolutions passed by ECOSOC, such E/RES/2010/12, have lacked specific policies, 

such as saying social integration should reduce inequalities and promote access to housing or that equitable housing 

access can reduce poverty.109 

More recently, the committee has attempted to reinforce better policies to address affordable housing.110 In 2018 and 

2019, the body adopted E/RES/2019/6 entitled “Addressing inequalities and challenges to social inclusion through 

fiscal, wage and social protection policies.”111 It advocates that Member States specifically invest in programs which 

build affordable housing. However, in comparison to E/RES/2020/7, which discusses a plethora of issues ranging 

from social protection systems to resource mobilization, the resolution is not comprehensive.112 

Beyond the committee, many organizations and UN bodies have taken responsibility to address homelessness in all 

its forms, including: 

● UN Human Settlements Programme (more commonly referred to as UN-Habitat), established after the 

First UN Conference on Human Settlements and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat-I), focuses on 

the development of safe, inclusive, and sustainable cities and communities.113 They partner with various 

UN bodies to launch initiatives related to better housing practices, such as their “Greener Cities” 

partnership with the UN Environmental Programme that advocated for building eco-friendly, affordable 

housing. 114 In past years, ECOSOC has given UN Habitat recommendations for their strategic orientation 

for the next five years through resolution E/2019/6.115 

 

● UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) is a body which serves the secretariat in 

connecting and organization UN conferences and summits while also providing research on socioeconomic 

trends to intergovernmental agencies and civil society organizations (CSO) among them ECOSOC.116 
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Many reports publish through and in conjunction with the department have provided valuable and credible 

statistics and raised further questions for Member States to continue investigating.117 

 

● International Organization on Migration (IOM) focuses on issues relating to migrants, including those 

who are both internally displaced and those who transit across borders.118 The organization notes that 

migrants are far more likely to be the subject of homelessness due to either evictions, a lack of integration 

into their new government’s system, and/or vulnerability to extraordinary events, such as natural 

disasters.119 The IOM often discusses potential solutions and evolving issues with ECOSOC during 

summits of UN bodies.120 

Many CSOs operate on international, national, and local levels to bring attention to the issue of homelessness and 

eliminate it.121 Internationally, CSOs such as the Institute of Global Homelessness and Famvin Homeless Alliance 

both lead mass-scale efforts to publish research on homelessness, such as population data and current policies in 

different countries around the world.122 Additionally, they produce policy recommendations and frameworks, which 

include concrete categorization of inadequate housing conditions and methods for recording data.123 Additionally, 

many NGOs have partnered with each other to form coalitions to influence larger bodies of the UN to take action, 

such as the UN NGO Working Group to End Homelessness (WGEH) and NGO Committee on Social 

Development.124 These groups have advised ECOSOC to increase their discussion of homelessness and publish 

research, such as how family homelessness intersects with the SDGs.125 On a national and regional level, CSOs 

attempt to influence domestic legislation that may impact people in homelessness.126 In the United States, the 

National Alliance to End Homelessness publicizes policy issues under discussion, such as increasing assistance 

grants to build affordable housing, and provides ways for citizens to contact their local congressional leaders to 

voice their support for said policies.127 Casa Alianza, based in Honduras, focuses on building and running shelters 

and crisis centers which protect and, in some cases, rehabilitate children and teenagers who are homeless.128  

However, most NGOs focused upon the topic primarily operate on local levels due to financial constraints and 

domestic regulations.129Many key issues that further propagate homelessness occur on smaller scales, such laws 

which ban sleeping in public spaces or the eviction of families.130 Because of this, these NGOs engage with the topic 

in a much more direct way, tailoring their strategies to the issues that specifically affect the local homeless 

population.131 For instance, in Seattle, Washington, USA, YouthCare operates to life youth out of homelessness and 

helping them identify and attain permanent housing.132 The outreach progeams specifically find these individuals in 

need through programs in the Seattle Public School District and opening hotlines to help LGBTQ youth.133 
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Key Issues 

Gentrification 

As cities have taken measures to accelerate urbanization, city planners, developers, and other parties of interest have 

sought to rapidly renovate and redeveloping properties in historically disinvested neighborhoods.134 Known as 

gentrification, this process brings middle to upper-class citizens and high-end business into the community, 

triggering a rise in living costs that many existing residents cannot afford due to their income.135 In many cases, 

these families and individuals become homeless, either resorting to living on the streets, in cars, temporary shelters, 

or with family and friends.136 Additionally, because these neighborhoods are often comprised of historically or 

presently marginalized peoples, segregation becomes a predatory practice that removes equal access to housing for 

all people, regardless of race, creed, ethnicity, or other identities.137 This practice also shrinks the education and 

income demographics of the community causing more socioeconomic constraints.138 An example of this can be 

found in the Alfama district in Lisbon, Portugal, where, between 2016 and 2017, the average rent prices increased 

by a staggering 23% and, subsequently, with 1,700 families reported being evicted from their homes.139 While the 

government claims it brings revenue to the district due to tourism, the fact remains that gentrification is not a long-

term solution to economic hardship in Alfama because there is no system that reinvests the money into programs 

that keep housing affordable for low-income individuals and families.140 

In some of the cases where gentrification has been discussed and investigated by international political forums, such 

as the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ (OHCHR) 2014 report on social integration, they have 

only provided recommendations lacking specificity.141 These include city planners needing to work for and with 

citizens, actively supporting marginalized populations, eliminating discriminatory practices, and increasing 

transparency and accountability during decision-making processes.142 Following a 10-day tour of various cities in 

the USA and a town hall the United Nations Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent (WGEPAD), 

which incidentally works for the OHCHR, completed a 2016 review of African-Americans living conditions in the 

United States.143 Among their findings from the review, they noted African-Americans have been disproportionately 

displaced by gentrification because of early segregation practices that forced them into neighborhoods which were 

subsequently neglected by government officials.144 In total, they recommended against the demolition of public 

housing units that did not guarantee replacement units for the previous tenants.145 

To avoid these effects of gentrification, city planners could engage with community leaders to plan advancements 

that could benefit the existing community members while bringing new residents.146 However, if not spelled out in 

concrete language, developers could merely use these agreements as publicity stunts.147 Economic policies could 

also be used to stabilize housing prices, such as in New York City.148 Tax incentives could also incentivize landlords 
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who leave property and units vacant to bring in new tenants.149 In Vancouver BC, Canada, such measures have 

raised $30 CAD, which had gone to developing affordable housing projects in consultation with community leaders 

of gentrified neighborhoods.150 

Criminalization of Homelessness 

Despite the fact that homelessness violates basic principles of human rights, many governments have passed laws 

which have, directly or indirectly, criminalized homelessness.151 Political leaders who have pushed for such 

legislation have argued that it encourages homeless individuals to seek aid from either the government or NGOs.152 

However, NGOs have claimed they are an attempt to remove homelessness from public perception, thereby reducing 

its importance as a critical issue.153 Examples can be seen in Singapore, where the government passed the Destitute 

Persons Act, which labels habitual begging as a “nuisance” in a public space, penalizing them with a fine of $3,000 

or imprisonment for up to 2 years.154 More indirectly, 57% of American cities have passed laws in certain public 

spaces, such as community parks or sidewalks.155 UN Human Rights experts note that it also disproportionately 

impacts people with physical and mental disabilities, as well as discriminates against those living in poverty.156 

The Human Rights Council appointed a Special Rapporteur to investigate homeless individuals living in poverty.157 

The Special Rapporteur presented “Report of the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights on his 

mission to the United States of America,” where key findings note that laws aimed to criminalize sleeping in public 

areas outside merely conceal issues of poverty from the public.158 It also highlights the Right to Rest Act introduced 

in several states as an example of the type of legislative that shifts approaches to homelessness from the criminal 

justice response to a human rights-centered response to homelessness.159 Many of the United Nations’ efforts to 

address the criminalization of homelessness have been on a mostly case-by-case basis.160 In November 2012, 

Hungary passed a law which banned sleeping in public spaces.161 Two UN Special Rapporteurs criticized the 

amendment to the Hungarian Fundamental Law, suggesting that it would institute discriminatory behaviors by 

citizens and law enforcement towards those who are homeless while pushing them deeper into poverty by burdening 

them with legal fees.162 Despite these criticisms, Hungary never chose to reverse the decision, highlighted by the fact 

that they passed a constitutional amendment banning living in public spaces in 2018.163 

In areas that have locally criminalized homelessness, Member States could attempt to reduce resources for these 

municipals to enforce their laws, such as limiting their financial means. 164 However, challenges could be found if 

laws govern regional or national jurisdictions.165 Should these laws be in place, training enforcement agencies to 
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assist homeless individuals in finding resources to guide them towards attaining housing, rather than resorting to 

arrest, could avoid some of the complications that come with criminalizing homelessness.166  

“Hidden” Homelessness 

“Hidden” Homelessness refers to the population of homeless individuals who, rather than living in set temporary 

housing camps or on the street, sleep on different couches of friends and family temporarily, squatting in abandoned 

housing complexes, and other insecure, and possibly dangerous living accommodations.167 Because of this, 

governments are unable to properly account for all individuals who need assistance lifting themselves out of 

homelessness.168 Additionally, because many governments decide budgets and fund allocations to housing projects 

based on population data, accounting for people in ‘hidden’ homelessness would enable more resources to be put 

towards reducing homeless populations.169 In the United Kingdom, a research study conducted by the non-profit 

organization Crisis stated that nearly 62% of homeless people who are single are part of the “hidden” homeless 

population.170 Additionally, for women, being ‘hidden’ has been linked to cases of domestic abuse, sexual 

exploitation, and human trafficking.171 

A research publication conducted by the Institute of Global Homelessness, in conjunction with the United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs, concluded that families in “hidden” homelessness are especially 

difficult to identify because they are likely to find refuge in motels.172 During the Social Development 

Commission’s panel discussion during its annual session in 2020, Marissa Plouin, housing policy analyst for the 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OCED), an intergovernmental organization, stated 

“hidden” homelessness can be attributed to, among other factors, the difficulty in recording data on homeless 

populations.173 She noted that among the developed countries part of this intergovernmental organization, only 17 

have national plans to identify homeless populations, while some others employ only a patchwork of decentralized 

and inconsistent solutions.174 

To identify those living in “hidden” homelessness, Member States could increase their capacity to accurately count 

those in homeless situations.175 This could include created specialized, domestic agencies to do so or training current 

agencies to do so.176 To ensure that individuals do not become “hidden,” agencies and volunteers could provide 

support ranging from advice to guidance during the paperwork process to acquire housing.177 Even removing 

bureaucratic barriers to accessing housing could encourage “hidden” homeless people to identify themselves during 

census-taking processes.178 

Conclusion 

Homelessness has only recently become a spotlight issue during UN discussions.179 However, given the numerous 

solutions presented by international and regional bodies, ranging from housing-first solutions that look at ways to 
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create more affordable housing units rapidly to harm-first approaches could look at intrapersonal issues that often 

contribute to homelessness, such as substance abuse and mental and physical disabilities, there are ample directions 

for Member States to solve issues that cause homelessness, such as gentrification, or those that continue to 

marginalize homeless populations, such as the criminalization of homelessness and a lack of recognition of  

‘hidden” homelessness. 180 As this population of the world continues to grow, public perception will marginalize and 

ignore if international political forums continue to provide broad recommendations that do not amount to any 

meaningful protection for them. 181 

● How can domestic frameworks adopt frameworks which take a human rights-centered approach to 

homelessness? 

● How can the factors that contribute to rising housing costs be reduced or eliminated? 

● How can current programs or services improve to take data on homeless populations? 
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II. Economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of 

the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 

the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 

And in this respect, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been a tragedy, a clash between one very 

powerful, very convincing, very painful claim over this land and another no less powerful, no less 

convincing claim – Amos Oz 

Introduction  

The occupation of majority Palestinian territories by Israeli forces is an issue reaching back almost to the creation of 

Israel itself, with the 1948 Palestine War182. While much focus has been placed over the decades to the violence that 

has shaken the region itself, from the various armed conflicts fought between Israel and its neighbors, to the attacks 

carried out by Hamas and Hezbollah, the true cost of the conflict has been the humanitarian crisis in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories (OPT) themselves183. Life under an armed occupation by a foreign power has hamstrung the 

territories, and the situation there has grown into a full humanitarian crisis184. 

History 

Since the founding of Israel in the area formerly known as Palestine in 1946, political and social strife has been 

nearly constant, with numerous armed conflicts between Israel and nearby states, as well as less formal violence, 

such as terrorist attacks, and illegal Israeli incursions into the OPT well into the 21st century185. This has created a 

region where the remaining territory held by Palestinians has slowly shrunk, pinning them into a few small 

territories, due to Israeli occupation and settlement186. As they are largely entirely surrounded by Israel, and the 

Israelis place significant constraints upon Palestinian borders and commerce, the Palestinian people have been 

subject to ever decreasing standards of living, despite international attempts to assist them187. Economic growth has 

stagnated, and Israeli actions to combat violent attacks in Israel often result in destroyed physical infrastructure, lack 

of employment, and hamstrung social infrastructure, resulting in little possibility for many Palestinians to develop 

their economy188. 

The governing body of the OPT is the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), which was established in 1994 

following the Oslo Accords and Gaza-Jericho Agreement out of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), to 

act as the interim government of the OPT189. The PNA was recognized by the international community, and 

governed most of what constitutes current OPT territory until the Second Intifada in 2000, where increased tensions 

and violence between Israelis and Palestinians led to Israeli reclamation of some OPT territory, which was 

eventually ceded back to Palestine when Ariel Sharon began a military pull out of said territory190. As a response to 

the violence, Hamas, which Israel considers a terrorist organization, took control of the PNA in democratic elections 

in early 2006191. This led to foreign aid to the PNA being cut, and a conflict between Hamas and the other major 
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political party, Fatah, in 2007. This conflict continues to this day, further complicating a difficult political situation 

and ensuring additional barriers to solving the socioeconomic issues plaguing the OPT192. 

 

International Framework 

The impacts of Israeli policy upon the OPT has been one of the longest continuous topics of discussion at the UN, 

with the first resolution (A/RES/212) being passed in 1948, and regularly passing resolutions on various facets of 

the topic nearly every year193. As the situation has evolved since 1948, the UN has expanded the topics of the 

resolutions it has written, starting with a focus upon refugees, and including humanitarian assistance due to the 

Israeli wars of the mid-20th century with A/RES/2252 (ES-V) in 1967194. Israel was first condemned by the UN for 

its human rights violations in the OPT in 1969, with A/RES/2546, and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 

was asked to participate in General Assembly debates first in 1974, with A/RES/3210, ensuring Palestinian 

viewpoints were included in the debate195. Beginning in 1970, the Special Committee to investigate the 

socioeconomic impacts of Israeli practices affecting the Human Rights of the population of the Occupied Territories 

has issued an annual report, beginning with resolution A/RES/2728196, through the latest report, A/74/410, in 2019, 

detailing the current state of socio-economic impacts upon the OPT197. These actions stem from the UN Charter, 

specifically Articles 73 and 74, regarding non-self-governing territories198. ECOSOC as a body has passed two 

annual resolutions, one upon the economic and social repercussions of the occupation, and another on women’s 

issues in the OPT since 1995, detailing the impacts of the Israeli occupation upon the OPT as it has changed over 

time, with many other resolutions regarding facets of the issues there since 1974199.  

 

Title Author Year 

A/RES/181(II) UN General Assembly 1947 

A/RES/43/58 UN General Assembly 1988 

E/RES/2018/20 ECOSOC 2018 

A/73/87–E/2018/69 UN General Assembly 2018 

E/RES/2019/29 ECOSOC 2019 

  

Role of ECOSOC and the International System 

The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the six main organs of the UN, and it 

focuses upon social, humanitarian, and sustainable development issues200. As one of the main UN bodies, ECOSOC 

links a variety of other entities working upon these issues, allowing for global partnerships to address problems 
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beyond what individual states are capable, such as 3,200 registered NGOs and 30 subsidiary bodies201. ECOSOC 

maintains a number of subsidiary bodies, focused upon such topics as population and development, crime prevention 

and criminal justice, the status of women, and the transport of dangerous goods, which has recently launched a series 

of publications aiming to ameliorate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic upon transportation202.  

In regards to the OPT, ECOSOC has no formal authority to enforce resolutions, and relies upon voluntary 

participation by Member States to implement change203. Despite this, there is still a great deal the committee can do 

along with the international system to effect positive change in the region. The OPT are plagued by a large number 

of economic and social issues, that can be solved by effective partnerships between UN Member States and NGOs, 

such as the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center, as well as partnerships with the local PNA204.  UN 

bodies and other international actors, such as BADIL and GISHA, have been active in the OPT since the beginning 

of the conflict, and remain involved, with ECOSOC addressing the topic in 2020 with Resolution A/73/87-

E/2018/69, which called for a variety of changes in Israeli policy, including an end to excessive use of force and 

settler violence, an end of detention and ill-treatment, and an end of destruction and confiscation of property and 

infrastructure205. 

Key Issues  

Joblessness 

As of the first quarter of 2020, unemployment in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) has reached 25%, the 

world’s highest, with the rate of youth unemployment at 42.1%206, and unemployment among women at 62.1%207. 

The profound lack of opportunity for Palestinians effectively blocks off any possibility of creating a healthy society, 

or economic development structures, such as robust financial institutions and a stable economy208. Additionally, 

joblessness, especially among youth, has been statistically shown to be a motivating factor in terrorist activity in the 

region, which will further compound the political issues impacting the OPT, feeding back into the economic and 

social crisis209. 

Previous efforts to alleviate the problem by providing access to higher education and job training have backfired, as 

they have resulted in more qualified workers living in the OPT than jobs exist for them to perform, resulting in high 

unemployment210. The private sector has been unable to keep up with the demand for work, necessitating public 

sector intervention to ensure Palestinians have appropriate work, such as the International Labour Organization’s 

Palestinian Decent Work Programme and the World Bank’s investments in the area211. The Gaza Strip is also 
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significantly worse off than the West Bank in terms of unemployment, with an unemployment rate of 45% versus 

15%, largely due to a 2006 Israeli blockade targeting Palestinian citizens in Gaza212. 

Additionally, given the tight geographic constraints placed upon the OPT by Israel, as they are surrounded on almost 

every side by Israel who controls border crossings, those Palestinians who are employed outside of the OPT may 

suddenly find themselves blocked from travelling to and from work at a moment’s notice, adding an additional 

element of precarity213. This creates a system in which Palestinians, even if they are employed, may lose their ability 

to work214. Palestinian trade unions also often lack the ability to monitor working conditions in Israeli territory, and 

settlements, leading to labor abuses, dangerous workplaces, and unjust firings215. These additional precarities further 

distances Palestinians from stable work, as they may lose employment at any time, or be forced to choose between 

health and safety, and their employment216. Palestinians desiring to work in Israel also often need to obtain multiple 

permits in order to enter and work in the various portions of the OPT, each of which often require their own permit, 

placing an even larger barrier between them and employment217. 

Restrictions to Economic Growth 

The OPT is subject to immense Israeli control regarding its ability to expand economically218. This impacts not only 

local economic development, but also their ability to participate in the international economy219. Palestinians are 

subject to significant restrictions upon their ability to construct new buildings of any kind, both homes and business, 

resulting in a choke point in potential economic development220. Palestinians who build without permits often face 

having their homes destroyed or being fined and forced to demolish the buildings themselves, causing a loss of 

housing and business221. Additionally, Israelis frequently, while indirectly, force Palestinians off territory via illegal 

dumping of pollutants and waste into Palestinian land, further reducing the area safe to inhabit and use222. This 

functional reduction in territory caused a contraction in the local economy of 7% in 2018, further exacerbated by a 

decline in international support for the Palestinian Authority (PA) following changes in major donor’s foreign 

policy223.  

COVID-19 has struck the OPT particularly hard, with the economy expected to contract by 7.6% in 2020224. This is 

expected to increase the number of Palestinians living below the poverty line, with expected increases in Gaza and 

the West Bank to 30% and 64% respectively225. There has been some financial assistance to combat the pandemic226, 

however, Israel has tightened restrictions on day laborers, with only workers in essential sectors, such as healthcare 

and food production, being allowed in from the West Bank227. Additionally, any workers allowed in would not be 

allowed to return to Palestine, and must remain in Israel for several months, to ensure no further spread of COVID-
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19228. Hundreds of millions of shekels of tax funds are also being held by the Israeli government instead of being 

dispersed to the PA, as part of standard tax regulation between the OPT and Israel, which are desperately needed 

during the crisis229.  

The OPT faces distinct isolation from markets, both local and international, as people both cannot trade in local 

markets for goods, nor sell freely on international markets230. One example of this is the wall separating the West 

Bank from Israel, which has functionally cut the West Bank off from commerce in East Jerusalem, which was 

previously a cornerstone of the Palestinian economy231. This has impacted the West Bank not only economically, but 

the decrease in social activity has also been stark, especially impacting women due to cultural and historical 

factors232. An additional compounding factor is that the Israeli Navy also ensures that Palestinians do not have true 

access to the waters off their coast, effectively preventing them from fishing revenue and a food source233. Any 

imports or exports in and out of the OPT are commonly subject to random delays at Israeli customs and checkpoints 

for unexplained reasons234.  

Public Health 

Public health is a major facet of the impacts of Israel’s policies and actions in the OPT235. Lowered quality of life, 

and lowered life expectancy can all be shown to be consequences of the occupation236. Additionally, mental health 

issues in the OPT are a recently recognized component of the Israeli occupation by international organizations such 

as Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)237. Many Palestinians suffer symptoms of PTSD from their experiences during 

the occupation238. MSF has reported incidents of insomnia and severe psychosomatic symptoms directly related to 

Israeli raids, detentions, and demolitions of family homes to make way for further settlements on Palestinian land239. 

The Gaza Community Mental Health Programme estimates one third of all Palestinians need mental health 

services240, but a profound lack of infrastructure and resources leaves these largely untreated, as there are only 32 

psychiatrists for 4.8 million people, and many Palestinians are unable to afford services that are not freely 

available241.  

The largest component of public health that the OPT currently lacks is proper access to drinking water242. Due to 

limited territory, the widespread practice of illegal well drilling has led to the sole aquifer for Gaza has been 

depleted, leading to widespread need to recycle the water that has been retrieved243.  90% of the water in the West 

Bank goes untreated, leading to widespread diseases there244; as in Gaza, where 25% of all illnesses are related to 
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unclean water245. This is a primary concern, due to international agreements regarding basic human rights to 

water246. 

Obesity is also a primary problem in the OPT. Over 25% of all Palestinians are affected by obesity, largely due to 

lack of enough recreational activity and over consumption of fats in their diet due to lack of access to healthy food, 

as is common in impoverished areas247. This impacts all Palestinians regardless of urban or rural environments248. 

The PNA estimates that chronic diseases linked to obesity, such as type II diabetes, cancers, and some 

cardiovascular diseases, are the leading cause of death in Palestine, accounting for approximately 50% of all deaths, 

consistent across age groups249. This can be corrected by ensuring access to healthier food and ensuring proper 

activity250. 

Conclusion 

The conflict between Israel and Palestine over the OPT has proven one of the international community’s longest 

standing, and most difficult to solve, issues251. While the political conflict often makes more headlines in 

international media, the true cost of the conflict has been the impacts upon ordinary Palestinians in the OPT, whose 

basic human rights have been consistently violated, as they have been prevented from fully living free and 

prosperous lives252. Though to truly resolve these issues political solutions must be put into place, there is a great 

deal that can be done to alleviate the crisis there by addressing socioeconomic issues. Providing relief to the growing 

mental health crisis, lack of access to clean water, growing joblessness problem, and lack of economic opportunity 

will have significant impacts upon the lives of ordinary Palestinians253.  
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